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World War II: June 4 1940
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“We shall go on to the end. We shall fight in France. We shall fight on the seas and oceans. We shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air. We shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be. We shall fight on the beaches. We shall fight on the landing grounds. We shall fight in the fields and in the streets. We shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our empire beyond the seas, armed and guarded by the British fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God's good time, the new world, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old.”

John F Kennedy
Inauguration Speech: Jan 20 1961

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay
any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, 
oppose any foe, to assure the survival and the success of liberty. 

George Bush

Address to the Nation: March 19, 2003
“The people of the United States and our friends and allies will not live at the mercy of an outlaw regime that threatens the peace with weapons of mass murder. We will meet that threat now with our Army, Air Force, Navy, Coast Guard and Marines, so that we do not have to meet it later with armies of firefighters and police and doctors on the streets of our cities. I assure you, this will not be a campaign of half measures and we will accept no outcome but victory. 

My fellow citizens, the dangers to our country and the world will be overcome. We will pass through this time of peril and carry on the work of peace. We will defend our freedom. We will bring freedom to others. And we will prevail. May God bless our country and all who defend her.”



Which modal verbs can you spot? What feeling or effect are the speakers trying to create by using them?


Does using ‘shall’ have a slightly different effect than using ‘will’?


Why is the pronoun ‘we’ used so often in these speeches? Which other pronouns are used and why are they chosen?


Can you spot any other persuasive devices used in these speeches?
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