Thursday 17th October – Prospective SWDTP Student Q&A

We recommend that all prospective students visit the SWDTP page in the first instance, which has multiple resources on applying, the forms you will need to complete interdisciplinary pathways, strategic steers and more; https://www.swdtp.ac.uk/prospective-students-and-fellows/how-do-i-apply-for-a-studentship/

General Information:
A list of the ESRC-funded disciplinary and interdisciplinary pathways can be found here. Please note that you will need to check that Exeter is part of the pathway you are interested in studying in. We advise that students reach out to the pathway lead for the pathway you are interested in prior to putting in an application.
‘A Guide to applying to the South West Doctoral Training Partnership’ gives information on;
· How many applications you can make through the SWDTP.
· Existing PhD students.
· Overseas studies and part-time study.
· Periods of funding and duration of studies.
· The Development Needs Analysis (DNA).
· Additional ‘top up’ modules.
· Strategic ‘steers.’
For the Studentship Application Form 2025 Entry (Annex A), we advise;
· At this stage you only need to identify your first supervisor. 
· There is a strict word limit of 1300 words for your Research Proposal.
· If you are applying to an interdisciplinary pathway, ensure that you write this section out in detail.
· If collaborating with one or more external partners, ensure that you highlight all the aspects of collaboration (outside of just access to interviewees).
· Applicants must identify proposed overseas fieldwork and language training in the proposal as it must be reflected in there for it to be funded. You must justify proposed overseas travel and detail the mitigation you have in place for any associated risks.
· Spend sufficient time going through the Development Needs Analysis, as this requires a lot of detail.
· You must have a supervisor statement and another separate academic reference so ensure those are prepared at the same time as you prepare your research proposal.
Scoring Criteria for 2025 (Annex C) gives scoring criteria that will be used to assess your proposal.

Questions and Answers
Are students who apply under a steer only considered under that steer or is there a possibility of being funded anyway? Yes, can you be funded anyway if your project does not meet that steer – students are ranked, then all ranks are combined across pathways when considering applications.
Is there any hierarchy in terms of full-time students being looked at first? No, we don’t consider the mode of study when ranking students; part-time applicants are considered equally with full-time applications. Please note that there is a 50% minimum part-time requirement to be considered for a studentship.
How is experience judged in terms of training requirements and the decision to award PhD or Masters + PhD funding?  This will depend on whether your experience has delivered fundamental training; we advise that you start with completing the Development Needs Analysis and fill in relevant experiences including from previous studies and from work. If a long time has passed since your last study, or you feel you have multiple gaps, then it may be advisable to apply for a Masters + PhD.
As an international student, can I apply for this studentship? Yes, international applicants can apply. A maximum of 30% of studentships can be allocated to international students; note this can make the process more competitive as places are limited.
If we're hoping to pursue the masters + PhD pathway, do we apply in the same location/in the same way as applying for just the PhD? Yes, you apply through the online portal in the same way. You will need to find a first supervisor now and complete a proposal of the research you intend to undertake following completion of your Masters. Note that when we score applications, we take into account whether or not applicants have already done a Masters.
What if we do not select either the Data Skills or AQM strategic steers? Do we have to choose one of them to be funded? No; most applications won’t select either of these steers as they are quite specific and narrowly defined. You do not have to apply under one of these and the majority of applications will not fall under a strategic steer.
I am currently doing the MRes Health and Wellbeing at Exeter, can I apply for a PhD? Yes, this Masters is considered to meet the SWDTP training requirements; when filling out your DNA you should lay out in detail the skills you expect to have by the time you have finished your Masters.
I am trying to reach out to supervisors; if I find a supervisor at another university how does this work?  Your primary supervisor must be at Exeter; if you find a supervisor best suited to being your primary supervisor who is based elsewhere within the SWDTP institutions, then you would need to apply through that University. If your primary supervisor is at Exeter, you can then find a second (and third) supervisor from any of the other partner institutions in the SWDTP. We would advise checking with your primary supervisor that they support your choices of second or third supervisor before you proceed as they will have to work together.
Regarding collaboration, are you required to find an organization or individual to collaborate with? What happens if collaboration isn't necessary? It isn’t mandatory to find a collaborator or fill out that section; however, in terms of impact, you must detail how your project benefits wider society. Where there is a very applied piece of research with clear potential for collaboration or that needs particular support, it may appear odd if a collaborating organisation isn’t included. You should speak to your supervisor first to identify whether your proposed project would benefit from involving collaborators.
How do you find out who the pathway lead is for a particular pathway? On the Exeter website here at the very bottom of the page, under the tab ‘ESRC SWDTP Pathway PhD studentships available’; click on the name of the pathway and the email for the pathway lead will appear at the top of the page. 
My country is not in the EU or EEA. Can I apply?  If you are from any country outside of the UK, then you are classed as ‘International’. Now, post-Brexit, EU and Swiss nationals are now considered as ‘International’, so all applicants from EU and non-EU countries as well as other countries are considered under the 30% international studentship process.
How do you contact academic staff at other institutions about being supervisors? Should they be a Head of Department?  You can reach out to any academic staff within the SWDTP group of universities about your intention to apply. We advise that you should begin with identifying your first supervisor. There is no advantage to having a Head of Department or senior Professor as your supervisor; it is most important that they fit well with the research you are proposing. Do be aware that if they haven’t already supervised a UK student to completion, you will need a second supervisor who already has met this requirement, so that the first supervisor can be mentored in this. 
Can my research topic be about my home country if I am from overseas? Any applicant’s research can focus around a global or international topic; note that you must lay out any international fieldwork requirements and cost in your application. You are expected to be living in the UK for the duration of your PhD (other than your periods of fieldwork overseas). You are expected to live near to your university’s campus for the duration of your studies.
