
We will be taking photographs throughout the day, please speak to the team if you have any questions

Building Research Futures on 
Justice and Violence

11 September 2024



Programme
12:00-13:00 Arrival, lunch and networking 

13:00- 13:15 Welcome, Network overview and agenda

13:15- 14:15 Talk by David Grimstead of LOCATE

14:15-16:00

Research presentations from Network members:

• How to create a female martyr in Late Roman Africa. Alice van den Bosch
• Enhanced Service for 18-25 year olds for Out of Court Resolutions. Emily Spragg
• Work in progress: researching police-'community' scrutiny groups in England and Wales. 

Abi Dymond
• Addressing violence in urban informal settlements in South Africa. Andrew Gibbs
• "Productive Speculation" an innovative critical-creative method for transitioning from 

narratives of violence to histories of justice – a case study on the women of minoan Crete 
and contemporary approaches to women's histories. Christine Lehnen

• Historicising South Africa’s “Rape Crisis”. Emily Bridger
• Misoprostol and abortion accompaniment for reproductive justice in Latin America.

Cordelia Freeman
• Social harm, political accountability and the problem of credible knowledge. Owen 

Thomas
• Forensic Citizenship: Science and Expertise in Latin America.  Arely Cruz Santiago
• 1) Introduction to the new Centre for Interdisciplinary Holocaust and Genocide Studies 2) 

Presentation in relation to his own research: “Holocaust Memory and the Climate Crisis”. 
David Tollerton

16:00-18:00 Drinks reception and networking



Welcome, Network overview &
agenda

Arely Cruz Santiago



David Grimstead
of LOCATE



Research presentations 
from Network members



How to Create a Female Martyr: 
A historical perspective on gender, religion, 

and violence

Dr Alice van den Bosch

Justice & Violence Studies @ Exeter



Outline

 Female martyrs: tensions?

 3 examples: 

 Perpetua

 Salsa 

 Sumayyah



Female Martyrs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tensions: 




1. Perpetua

 3rd century CE

 Young mother, aged 22. Receives a series of visions 
which she recounts to her companions in the form of a 
‘prison diary’ 

 Popularity of her cult beyond North Africa



2. Salsa

 Late 4th/early 5th century CE

 14 year old, destroys pagan dragon, ripped apart by 
angry mob; converts town (Tipasa) and protects it

 Very local, promotion of this saint by 5th century bishop



3. Sumayyah
bint Khayyat

 1st century AH/7th century CE

 early Muslim convert, elderly, former slave, tortured 
along with her family and finally stabbed by 
persecutor

 Referred to in early biographies/histories (though not 
always named)



Food for 
thought?

• What is it about when women suffer or facilitate 
violence in a movement and how is that told in 
historical narratives?

• Are these stories appealing because of the violence 
or in spite of it? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
E.g. attempts of downplay/mitigate the violence in later tradition




Thank you!

av365@exeter.ac.uk



Enhanced Service for 
18–25 year olds and 
Care Leavers 

Devon and Cornwall 
Police 

Emily Spragg
Team Manager for Out of 
Court Resolutions



What is the Enhanced 
Service in Out of Court 
Resolutions?

• Deferred prosecution
• Evidence-informed
• Low-level offending, not 

necessarily low-level offenders
• Recognition for care leavers and 

under 25s needing a bespoke 
approach 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DCP adult out of court resolutions are primarily focused on deferred prosecution. So, if an offender complies their criminal record from that offence is not recorded. This reduces shame, negative identities and barriers to employment.
We know this works, because of the strong evidence base around the positive impact expungement has on reoffending rates and our own RCT from 2017 around the reduction rate in reoffending. Around 16% reoffended after the intervention, compared to 88% of those who didn’t complete the intervention. Harm from crime was 78% less.
We are dealing with low level crime – that could receive a caution, or go to court and most receive a community order. But we unearth more difficult and complex issues for offenders, which drive there offending – mental health, poverty, trauma and substance use.
The ES recognises that this issues are particular in young people and those leaving care – as the graphic shows, the cliff edge they face, without family or positive networks to support them, long-term effects of childhood trauma,  and what we know if you are and an adult on paper, but the brain does not fully developed until into the mid 20s. Therefore they need a bespoke approach. 
Therefore, the OoCR team was funded the serious violence prevention programme to run an enhanced service for this cohort. �This included: specially trained keyworkers (in brain development, youth engagement, motivational interview and trauma informed approaches), personalised budgets to access resources and services, neurodiversity screening and mental health treatment requirements which previously could only be accessed via courts.



What’s next?

• Business as usual now
• What can we learn to apply to 

other cohorts – e.g. women in 
the criminal justice system or 
those who are neurodiverse

• Evaluation and further 
research

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enhanced service has now become BAU – although funding has ceased, keyworkers were able to share their knowledge and expertise and offer this to other adults in the CJS. You’ll see here this is an example of one of the ways it has had direct positive impact on the community and how local police have had positive contact with offenders.
We are now looking at learning and what can be applied to other groups within the OoCR arene who have specific needs and poor outcome s- women and those who are neurodiverse. 
We are looking at how this could be evaluated, and what further research or programmes other police forces are running where we can share learnings. I’d welcome anyone who has any insights or interest in speaking about evaluations to contact myself.



Work in progress: researching 
police-'community' scrutiny groups 
in England and Wales. Abi Dymond



Addressing violence in urban 
informal settlements in 

South Africa
Andy Gibbs

a.gibbs@exeter.ac.uk
Psychology

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over past 12 years or so, lived and worked in SA, with research addressing intimate partner violence IPV, and overlapping issues among young, 18-30 year olds – so touch on issues such as substance use, poor mental health, other forms of violence
Give you sense of the novel co-development process to understand and develop interventions with practitioners, young people and academics
Idea of the types of interventions we develop and test and where we are going

Also, to make it clear, large team from a range of universities, research organisations and practitioner groups, supported by range of funding

We recognise the need for long-term social change and community-level interventions to address IPV, but the dynamics of informal settlements including poverty, low social capital & high mobility make these challenging to implement. As such, developing effective interventions that support young people to work together in their relationships to navigate and resist these challenges and improve their wellbeing, is the best approach in the short-term, while advocating for broader systemic changes. 

mailto:a.gibbs@exeter.ac.uk


Communities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Majority of our work in Durban, on the east coast of SA, in the city of Durban – 3rd largest city in SA, largest port in southern Africa. Mainly work in informal settlements, estimated to be 520 different ones and up to a quarter of households in Durban live in them.

Our work shown exceedingly high rates of HIV, IPV and alcohol use in in formal settlements. For young people complex spaces – both huge challenges, unemployment etc. but also opportunity, escaping parental oversight, away from the rural peripheries. 

While focused on violence, overlapping issues such as flooding, riots/looting, emerge as important and we also look at, such as climate change/extreme heat. Really interested in the complexity and overlapping issues in young people’s lives, with violence as a central thread.



ARTEFACTS CHARACTER 
CREATION

THEORY 
OF 

CHANGE

THEATRE 
TESTING

MIXED METHODS 
EVALUATION

YPRAs take 
photos from their 
daily lives, and 
then participate in 
interviews with 
the research 
team to discuss 
10 photos in 
detail and about 
how they mitigate 
risks they 
experience.

YPRAs develop 
characters during 
workshops to talk about 
risk mitigation in a less 
personal way. This is 
done both as a group 
and individually.

Develop a theory of 
change in workshops/ 
using WhatsApp with 
YPRAs drawing on 
activities for identifying 
problems, a vision for 
an ideal world, and the 
interventions needed 
to attain that vision.

Select and 
introduce potential 
intervention 
activities to address 
YPRAs’ preferred 
intervention ideas 
(identified during 
theory of change 
development).

Test the proposed intervention using 
mixed methods including a pilot cluster 
randomized controlled trial designed to 
assess impact.

Co-development

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Co-development approach: 
Aim to work much more closely/interactively with young people, practitioners and academics
Key providing space for young people to have time to reflect on, discuss their lives before sharing their views – generating critical thinking else risk repeating blame focused narratives – which emphasise individual blame and risk which are common representations in young people’s lives
Attempt to shift from risk focused interventions, to where young people see opportunities for change in their lives
Force academics to sit with their discomfort and not race to impose an analysis and interpretation of stories – washing clothes

Example from a recent 4 yr project funded by UKRI GCRF, spent long time working with young people




Interventions – group-based, participatory

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interventions
Our broad intervention approach driven by Freire’s adult education approach, supporting young people to talk about, reflect and analyse their lived experiences among liked and trusted peers. Supported by skills building in key components – communication, managing conflict, mental health and livelihoods. Delivered by other young people – as facilitators, supported by NGO , in informal settlements. Often in gender separate groups. Current models ~14 sessions, each session 3 hours. SSCF+.

These tend to get positive results. In the most recent pilot – women saw improvements in livelihoods and mental health. Men (not in relationship with women) reduced IPV perpetration, strengthened livelihoods. 

Multiple approaches, currently looking at couples intervention for young heterosexual couples. Expanding out to understand men’s violence against each other (very little research on this in SA).

3 themes: 1) Violence, 2) Methods of working collectively with young people, 3) Evaluating interventions



Productive Speculation: 
How to tell just and 
inclusive histories

Christine Lehnen
c.lehnen@exeter.ac.uk / 11th September 2024

mailto:c.lehnen@exeter.ac.uk


Productive speculation: Minoan Crete

designed by unhingedheather

• 3000 BCE to 1400 BCE

• Writing: Linear A 
(undeciphered)

• extensive archaeological 
and material record

• Gender equality?

https://www.redbubble.com/i/poster/Margaret-Atwood-Portrait-and-Quote-by-unhingedheather/110165011.LVTDI


Productive speculation: Old Babylonian Period

designed by unhingedheather

• British Museum

• Middle Eastern Study 
Room

• Enheduanna, first known 
human author

• collection: her seal

https://www.redbubble.com/i/poster/Margaret-Atwood-Portrait-and-Quote-by-unhingedheather/110165011.LVTDI


Productive speculation?

designed by unhingedheather

• Productive Speculation?
• Transhistorical Tracing?
• Creative-critical method
• --> “critical fabulation” 

(Hartman), archival slivers 
(Harris) 

•  concepts that focus on 
deficits of historical record

• --> transhistorical tracing 
as method that focuses on 
abundance of record? 
“Productive fabulation”?

https://www.redbubble.com/i/poster/Margaret-Atwood-Portrait-and-Quote-by-unhingedheather/110165011.LVTDI


Thank you!

designed by unhingedheather

https://www.redbubble.com/i/poster/Margaret-Atwood-Portrait-and-Quote-by-unhingedheather/110165011.LVTDI


Historicising South Africa’s “Rape 
Crisis”. Emily Bridger



Misoprostol and abortion 
accompaniment for reproductive 
justice in Latin America.
Cordelia Freeman



Owen David Thomas

Associate Professor in International Relations, SPSPA

Social harm, 
political accountability,
and the problem of credible 
knowledge



• Harms that are “socially mediated” and “fall within the
scope of human intervention” (Pemberton, 2016: 24).

• Can be rendered ‘tragic’ when responsibility is conceived
as “a linear string of casual relations between intentions,
actions, and victims, or between, so to speak, the two
ends of a smoking gun” (Weizmann, 2017:119).

• Injury (in-juria) may not capture ‘lawful but awful’ harms
(Canning and Tombs, 2021)

• Democratic accountability is impaired if these harms
are not considered:

• Holistic costs of using military force (Basham et al.,
forthcoming)

• Meaningful economic prosperity (Rai, 2024)

Accounting for harm in 
global politics

Iraq Body Count, 2024

Cerrejón mine, wikicommons,
2024



Flaws in extant ‘law-like’ 
investigation in the wake of harm 

Owen D Thomas, Margot Tudor, and Catriona Pennell (2024) “Public Inquiries into Conflict and
Security: Scandals, Archives, and the Politics of Epistemology”, British Journal of Politics and
International Relations, https://doi.org/10.1177/13691481231221473

https://doi.org/10.1177/13691481231221473


• Civil society groups that challenge, reclaim and
augment (esp. via OSINT) accountability-seeking for
harm.

• Beyond the exposure of guilty secrets to patterns of
harm that fall within human intervention.

• How is credibility established and challenged?
• How is knowledge production shaped by informational

logics and institutional (e.g. legal) norms, structures,
protocols and practices?

• Navigating twin risks of fetishization of critique vs.
‘pernicious optimism’ (Coleman, 2024)

Democratising scrutiny 
through counter forensics?



Forensic 
Citizenship: 

Science and 
Expertise in Latin 

America 

Arely Cruz-Santiago

Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellow



David Tollerton



Bryan Brown
Senior Lecturer (Drama)

William Gallois
Professor of the History of the 
Mediterranean Islamicate World

Caroline 
Fournet

Professor of Law



Annika Jones
Associate Professor in Law

Klejda Mulaj
Senior Lecturer (Politics)

Natalie Ohana
Lecturer in Law



Chloe Paver
Associate Professor 
of German

Nigel Pleasants
Senior Lecturer in 

Philosophy and Sociology

Nicholas Terry
Senior Lecturer in Modern 
European History





@ExeterCIHGShttps://sites.exeter.ac.uk
/holocaustandgenocide/









Areas of meaningful resonance:

• Climate change and bystanders

• Climate change and denial

• Fears of resource scarcity and mass violence





Please join us for drinks & 
networking
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