A Ghost Sighting


Have you seen a ghost?

I have.

I always believed in ghosts. In fact (being an imaginative child) I took things like ghosts very seriously. I saluted magpies; I avoided stepping on pavement cracks; I clapped for fairies: following all superstitions to the letter. I was (it has to be said) a bit over the top.

I was frightened of ghosts, but I was fascinated by them. I would, when feeling brave, creep down in the night to my mother’s study and open the door just a crack. I’d run my fingers over the antique desk; I’d crinkle the thin ancient pages of the heavy, hard-bound books; I’d carefully avoid the green leather chair that stood empty, expectant. The air would smell dusty; the shadows would seem blacker: a strange, silent place full of age and decay. Then – flicker – a window part open – a curtain – or something else? 
I’d spook myself imagining something and run back upstairs to bed.
Actually, the time I actually saw a ghost was (surprise surprise) in broad daylight. 
Real? 

Well, I think it was.
	Phrases for describing effects

	conveys a sense of
	makes us think
	creates an atmosphere of

	The reader feels
	The speaker seems to feel
	The story becomes

	It emphasises
	It suggests
	It disrupts

	Words for describing effects

	personal
	inviting
	building

	waiting
	slow / long
	detail

	Speed / Pace
	Fast / snappy
	tense

	eerie
	sudden
	breathless


Find examples of….





Long coordinated sentences, with clauses linked by semicolons or colons


Dashes to disrupt a sentence at the moment of climax


A one word question followed by a summing-up statement.





What effects do these patterns have here?





What other interesting sentence patterns can you find?








