
Sentence Variety in Tony Blair’s speech                                                          2.2
Extract from Tony Blair’s Speech at the Lord Mayor’s Banquet, 2003

[image: image1.jpg]




Tony Blair’s Speech (Teacher)
Extract from Tony Blair’s Speech at the Lord Mayor’s Banquet, 2003





















Alliteration & repetition creates a sense of balance / authority





Complex sentence with pattern of three sub-clauses (starting ‘which’): piles on detail about the dangerous states 





Decisive modal verb





Pattern of 3 reinforces the inclusive pronoun





Extended pattern of 3 with rhetorical questions and emphatic one-word answers, sounds authoritative, certain. 


Modal verbs suggest what might be true, but these are contrasted with the ‘definite’ final answer to make the threat sound real.





Direct instruction to ‘think’ – implies that the logic is unarguable





Repetition 





This is a new type of war, fought in a different way by different means.  But as with all wars, it will test not just our ability to fight, but our character, our resilience and our belief in our own way of life.  It is a war I have total confidence we will win, but it will not be without pain or come without a price.


	


Terrorism and Weapons of Mass Destruction are linked dangers.  States which are failed, which repress their people brutally, in which notions of democracy and the rule of law are alien, share the same absence of rational boundaries to their actions as the terrorist.  Iraq has used WMD.  We know there are other highly unstable states who want to get their hands on Uranium.  With it, a nuclear weapon could be a step away.  Just reflect on it and the danger is clear.





And terrorism and WMD have the potential, at least, to be directly linked.  Would Al-Qaida buy WMD if it could?  Certainly.  Do they have the financial resources?  Probably.  Would they use them? Definitely.
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In this speech, Tony Blair, who was then Prime Minister, argued that we needed to go to ‘war’ against ‘terrorism.’ 


He argued that Iraq, and other countries, were developing Weapons of Mass Destruction, and that these countries, or ‘states,’ were as dangerous as terrorists. 


He used this speech to justify going to war with Iraq.
































Blunt simple sentence – no added detail – emphasises the key point & sounds certain, confident.
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