1.1

Adventure fiction extracts                                                                                                            

Read these three story extracts and then decide which one you think is the most

· imaginative

· interesting
· engaging 
for the reader.

Which one would you most like to carry on reading?
	A 

In Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce, a boy hides stolen money in the loft in his old house, which he thinks is empty…. 

I was just pushing the lower half of the ladder back up when I heard it. There was someone at the front door. I held my breath. It was OK. They couldn’t get in. I slid my hand into my pocket to make sure the key was still there. It wasn’t. I’d left it in the front door. I could hear it turning in the lock now. I raced back up the ladder and hauled it after me. When I reached down to pull the hatch back up, I could hear someone coming up the stairs. I quickly pulled the hatch back into place and scrabbled over to the water tank, holding my breath.



	B

In Siberia by Ann Halam, a girl has to travel across the icy wastes of Siberia, where guards roam everywhere and she can trust no-one….

Once a flight of small birds crossed overhead: I saw no other sign of life. I watched the sun’s steady fall on my left-hand side, and kept the dark line of the forest ahead. How far away it was, farther than I had ever dreamed. How long would it take me to reach that friendly darkness? Weeks? The sky changed colour, from blue to turquoise, the sun went down in red-gold clouds: a silver moon rose, nearly full, almost as bright as daylight on the snow, and I kept going.


	C

In Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz, a boy spy tries to stop a plot which will spread a deadly computer virus….
He hit the ground and rolled into a ditch on one side. The vehicle burst through the grass, its front wheel almost touching his head. Alex caught a glimpse of a squat black thing with four fat tyres, a cross between a miniature tractor and a motorbike. It was being ridden by a hunched-up figure in grey leathers, with helmet and goggles. Then it was gone, thudding down into the grass on the other side of him and disappearing instantly as if a curtain had been drawn.
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