
1.4 (Student)                                                                                                                                     

Narrative Choices: Terms and Definitions
Writers make choices about WHO tells the story and HOW the story is told.

· Match the definition to the term used to describe it. Can you give examples of these different narrative techniques from stories you’ve read?

	First person narrative
	The “eyes” and “voice” through which the story is told. This can change as the story goes along.



	Present tense
	The story is told from the point of view of someone who is not immediately involved but who is observing the action. “He”, “she” and “they” are used.

	Flashbacks
	The story is told from the point of view of the main character who is directly involved in the action. “I” and “we” are used.



	Narrative voice
	How the “speaker” of the story sounds; the distinctive tone and style of the storytelling.



	Narrative viewpoint 
	The story is told as though it is happening now e.g. A crowd of onlookers has gathered on the platform. The lost child sobs loudly.



	Dual or multiple narrative
	The story is told as though it has already happened e.g. A crowd of onlookers gathered on the platform while the lost child sobbed loudly.

	Third person narrative
	Events are told in the order in which they happen.



	Chronological or linear narrative
	More than one person is telling the story. The different narrators might see the same event in different ways.



	Past tense
	The narrative moves back in time to tell about something that happened before.


1.4 (Teacher)
	First person narrative
	The story is told from the point of view of the main character who is directly involved in the action. “I” and “we” are used.



	Present tense
	The story is told as though it is happening now e.g. A crowd of onlookers has gathered on the platform. The lost child sobs loudly.



	Narrative voice
	How the “speaker” of the story sounds; the distinctive tone of the storytelling.


	Narrative viewpoint 
	The “eyes” and “voice” through which the story is told. This can change as the story goes along.



	Dual or multiple narrative
	More than one person is telling the story. The different narrators might see the same event in different ways.



	Third person narrative
	The story is told from the point of view of someone who is not immediately involved but who is observing the action. “He”, “she” and “they” are used.

	Chronological or linear narrative


	Events are told in the order in which they happen.



	Flashbacks
	The narrative moves back in time to tell about something that happened before.



	Past tense
	The story is told as though it has already happened e.g. A crowd of onlookers gathered on the platform while the lost child sobbed loudly.
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