Narrative Structure Chart                                                                                                                2.3
Beginning

	Opening/Exposition: 
The scene is set; characters come into the story.
	The boy is playing on a rubber raft in the sea while his mother sunbathes on the beach.



Middle
	Complication: 

Something important happens to move the story on.


	A shark swims close to the shore.


	Development: 

Another important thing happens to move the story on towards a crisis.
	The boy starts to paddle the raft back to the beach.



	Climax/Crisis: 

A final thing happens to make the story get very exciting.

	The shark notices the movement and attacks. 


End

	Resolution: 

Things are sorted out (happily or unhappily).

	The shark kills the boy.


	Ending/Coda:

The final sentence or two make it clear how the reader should feel about events. 
	The final picture of the boy’s legs spinning to the bottom of the sea shows how vicious the attack was and makes us feel shocked.
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