
3.4

Sentence Combining
Read both texts aloud. Why does Text B sound more interesting and fluent?

Text A
Red Riding Hood filled her basket with cakes. She covered them with a red napkin. She set out on her journey and went through the woods. She heard a wolf howling in the distance but she was not afraid. Her father’s hunting knife was in her pocket and she knew how to use it. 

Text B
Filling her basket with cakes and covering them with a red napkin, Red Riding Hood set out on her journey through the woods. When she heard a wolf howling in the distance, she was not afraid, since her father’s hunting knife was in her pocket. She knew how to use it.
To create sentence variety:

· Try starting a sentence with:
· A non-finite verb ending in –ed:  Startled....

                                                          Terrified....

· A non-finite verb ending in –ing:  Hearing... 

                                                          Running....

· Try using a subordinating conjunction showing time/sequence:

                         as      while      once      after      until      before      when

· Try using a subordinating conjunction showing cause and effect:

                   because      since     whenever     as long as      so that

Use different ways of combining sentences to make this next part of the story sound more interesting and fluent:

	She walked further into the woods. She heard something behind her and she turned around. A wolf was staring at her. It had huge amber eyes. She hardly had time to think. She put her hand deep into the pocket of her velvet cloak and drew out the hunting knife. The wolf leapt for her throat but she lunged forward. She lashed out with the knife and cut off the wolf’s left paw. It was a clean stroke. The wolf limped into the forest and it was whimpering. She had defeated him so easily. 
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