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Basic Search Techniques

Breaking Down the Question

 The search approach will be based around the
research question.

What works in the policing of public order?

How can we reduce recidivism amongst sexual
offenders?

. It is therefore very important to be clear on
what it is your trying to find out!




Basic Search Techniques

Explaining Tiers

e Tiers make up the various sections of the
search and consist of synonym terms for the key
element being looked at:

What works policing public order

Policing
Police
Law enforcement




Searching with PICO

Population terms
Intervention terms

Comparator terms

Outcome terms




From Problem to Evidence
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Search Engine Logic

AND  CCTV AND attitudes
OR Tasers OR electroshock devices
NOT  Alcohol NOT addiction

Can combine search phrases:
» Alcohol AND (CCTV OR surveillance)




Wildcards

- Wildcards are used to account for alternative
spellings of a word

« A commonly used wildcard symbol is ?

EXAMPLE: organisation becomes organi?ation

+ retrieves organisation and organization.

Double Quotes

- Double quotes are used to search for an exact
phrase

EXAMPLE: Police and Crime Commissioners

Police and Crime Commissioners = 8159

"Police and Crime Commissioners" = 69

Truncation

- Truncation is used to stem words, allowing the
search to capture variant word endings.

+ The truncation symbol is often *

EXAMPLE: politics hecomes politic*
+ retrieves politic, political, politics, politically, politician.
BAD EXAMPLE: police becomes polic*

» retrieves police, policing, but also policy, policies.




Systematic Reviews

CHARACTERISTICS OF A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW

* Has a clearly stated set of objectives with pre-defined eligibility criteria for
studies;

* Has an explicit, reproducible methodology;

* Uses a systematic search that attempts to identify all studies that meet the
eligibility criteria;

* Includes a formal assessment of the validity of the findings of the included
studies;

* Produces a systematic presentation, and synthesis, of the characteristics and
findings of the included studies.

Source: HM Treasury (2011) The Magenta Book; Guidance for Evaluation
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Program Summary: This was an intensive early education intervention aiming to combat the impact of poverty on
children's development and educational aptitude. The program is rated Promising. Treatment group participants
had greater reading scores; were more likely to be enrolled in college and have held skilled employment; were less
likely to be a teenage parent; and had fewer depressive symptoms than the comparison group participants.

Learn how programs and practices are rated
Understand how to use this information
Search for a program or practice

View a list of all programs and practices

Find out who rates programs and practices
Recommend a program or practice

Community-based Residential Programs (Ohio) /

Program Summary: The programs include halfway houses and community-based correctional facilities in Ohio. The
goal of the community-based correctional programs is to reduce recidivism by offering a wide range of
programming related to chemical dependency, education, employment, and family relationships. The program is
rated Promising. Offenders in community-based residential programs were less likely to recidivate (measured by
new arrests and re-incarcerations) than those not in the programs.
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Programs at a Glance

Philadelphia Policing Tactics Experiment: Offender-Focused Policing A
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P POLKA

Centre

National Police POLKA (the Police OnLine Knowledge Area) is a secure online

Library collaboration tool for the policing community to network, ask
questions, share insights, discuss ideas and suggest new ways of

POLKA working.

Register or access POLKA.
(You must have a PNN (Police National Network or GSi (Government Secure intranet) internet

connection to access POLKA).

What is POLKA?
POLKA is a RESTRICTED online collaboration tool that enables knowledge and information sharing

across the police service.
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Policing and Crime
Reduction Research Map
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Add your
research

Help us to
develop the
Research Map

Completed
Research

Police Region

UK v
Institution
a v

Level of Research

All v

Randomised
control trials
Only randomised
control trials

|Au v |

Research Topic
All v

Policing and Crime Reduction Research
Map

The Research Map plots detsils of relevant ongeing policing related research at Masters level and zbove. It is intended to increase

PP ies for collaboration, and to enable forces to engage directly with researchers working on topics of interest to them.
St ies of rek control trials {ongeing and ¢ are also available on the map.
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mencnase  ReSearch Surgeries

camp
As part of the College of Policing’s role in building the evidence base in
:ﬁ:ﬂ; policing and crime reduction, we work closely with forces to support and

encourage research projects and the evaluation of new initiatives.
Research Surgeries take place at College sites around the country and give
officers and staff access to hands on advice and support from specialist
College staff.

Research Surgeries

Are you planning to undertake a research project in your force? Do you want to ensure your progect will
provide meaningful results? Would you like advice on survey development, running focus groups, or
intendews? Do you want to evaluate the effect of 2 new programme or intervention? Could you make use
of guidance and support from College research experts?

Reszearch Surgeries take place at College sites around the country and give officers and staff access to
hands on advice and support from specisfist College staff. Surgeries are an impornant part of the College’s
wark to help increaze knowledge of research methods and build analytical capacity across policing.

What is a Research Surgery?

Rezearch Surgeries are an opporunity to get bespoke advice and guidance on any research issue facing
you of your force. Surgeries can be used for a varety of reasons. You could be developing a force survey,
planning focus groups with staff, or intreducing & new technology, tactic, or business process. Whatever
your focus, the College can provide advice and guidance to help support your project.

How does it work?

Surgeries are typically an hour long, though longer slots may be available for complex projects or those
focussed on national pricrity aress. Surgeries are staffed by two senior College researchers with a broad
range of experience designing and undertzking research in policing.

Slots st surgernies are sllocated on 2 first-come-first-served basis. Surgeries take place st College sites
argund the country on a rofiing basis. If you are unable to attend in persen, video and teleconferencing
facilities are avsilable at all sites.

If you think that a Research Surgerny could help you with any of your research and evaluation needs then
why not bock a slot at one of the upcoming Surgeries listed below?




From Problem to Evidence

» What is the situation?

» What is the research question?

» What type of evidence do you need?

» What methods would be used?

» Where would you look for the evidence?

» What is your search strategy?

» How would you judge the quality of evidence?




From Problem to Evidence

» What is the situation?

- What isthe research-guestion?2 —

» What type of evidence do you need?

» Wratnrethrods—wotiabeused?—

» Where would you look for the evidence?

» What is your search strategy?

» How would you judge the quality of evidence?




