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 College of Policing Library  

 Basic Search Techniques 

 Resources 

 From ‘Problem to Evidence’ 
Walkthrough 



http://whatworks.college.police.uk/Pa
rtnerships/Documents/Base_Camp_1_
Systematic_searching.pdf 







Population terms   

 

Intervention terms    

 

Comparator terms  

 

Outcome terms   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Population Intervention Comparator Outcomes  

O
R 

AND 



AND CCTV AND attitudes 

OR  Tasers OR electroshock devices 

NOT Alcohol NOT addiction  
 

Can combine search phrases: 

 Alcohol AND (CCTV OR surveillance) 





















 What is the situation?  

 What is the research question? 

 What type of evidence do you need? 

 What methods would be used? 

 Where would you look for the evidence?  

 What is your search strategy?   

 How would you judge the quality of evidence?   
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